
An unusual presentation
of external iliac artery pseudo
aneurysm

A 48-year-old woman presented with acute onset of abdominal
pain and vomiting. Examination revealed tenderness in the right
iliac fossa with diminished bowel sounds. She had undergone
coronary angioplasty 4 weeks previously via a right femoral
artery (FA) approach. The FA access site was normal.
Sonography of the abdomen revealed an appendicular mass. In
view of the recent intervention via the right FA, the possibility
of intraperitoneal collection or infected pseudo aneurysm in the
pelvic vessels was considered. A 64 slice CT of the abdomen
showed a pseudo aneurysm (80×60 mm) of the right external
iliac artery (EIA) (figure 1A, B). She underwent resection of a
segment of the right EIA involving the aneurysm, with place-
ment of a Dacron graft between the right common iliac and the
common FA.

Interventions via the right FA can be associated with local
complications, such as haematoma, pseudo aneurysm, dissection
and sometimes retroperitoneal haematoma in the case of high
puncture. A pseudo aneurysm can rarely occur in the EIA or

higher up due to injury to the vessel wall caused by stiff guide-
wires. This can be missed clinically because of the absence of
any external swelling or lack of pain or tenderness. A strong sus-
picion of infected pseudo aneurysm in more proximal vessel has
to be considered when these types of patients present with fea-
tures of acute appendicitis. A 64 slice CT of the abdomen may
be an ideal investigation in such cases.
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Figure 1 (A, B) A 64 slice CT scan reconstructed image showing the external iliac artery pseudo aneurysm (arrow). CFA, common femoral artery;
CIA, common iliac artery; EIA, external iliac artery; SFA, superficial femoral artery.
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