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Left atrial appendage myxoma:
‘the elephant’s trunk'!

A 72-year-old lady presented with history of recurrent episodes
of syncope. Examination revealed a mid-diastolic murmur at
apex. Electrocardiogram showed left atrial enlargement. Chest
X-ray was normal. Transthoracic echocardiography showed a
mobile left atrial mass of mixed echogenicity (see online supple-
mentary video 1). Transoesophageal echocardiography con-
firmed a 60x30 mm, broad-based, pedunculated mass arising
from left atrial appendage, resembling an ‘elephant’s trunk’ pro-
lapsing through the mitral valve to the left ventricle during each
diastole (figure 1, see online supplementary video 2). The mass
was surgically excised. Histopathology was consistent with
cardiac myxoma.
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(A) Transoesophageal echocardiography, mid-oesophageal two chamber view, showing myxoma arising from left atrial appendage resembling the

trunk of an elephant (B). The peduncle is broader, when it arises from the left atrial appendage, when compared with the narrow base when myxoma arises

from the interatrial septum.

Sajeer KT, et al. Heart Asia Month 2013 Vol 00 No 00

81

"yBuAdoo Aq paloalold 1sanb Aq 20z ‘6 [udy Uo jwodlwg eiseneayy/:dny wolj papeojumoqd "ST0Z A TE U0 YEE0TO-ST0Z-eIseneay/9sTT 0T Se paysignd 1siy ‘eisy LeaH


http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/heartasia-2013-010334
http://heartasia.bmj.com/

